AAPI youth tobacco use: a comparative analysis of current cigarette use data from the Florida, Texas, and National Youth Tobacco Surveys.
The objectives of this study were to compile data on Asian American and Pacific Islander (AAPI) youth tobacco use in Florida and conduct comparisons with state and national data. This research will contribute to reducing the gap in information regarding current smoking prevalence among AAPI youth in Florida and provide direct comparisons with another state (Texas) and National Youth Tobacco Survey (NYTS) data on AAPI youth. Current cigarette use data from the Florida Youth Tobacco Surveys conducted in 1998, 1999, and 2000 were examined for trends in AAPI and state prevalence rates. AAPI data from Florida's baseline 1998 youth tobacco survey were compared to Texas data after applying a common set of data preparation edits. AAPI data from the NYTS were also compared to Florida's AAPI youth population. Current cigarette use for AAPI students in Florida was generally below the overall prevalence rates among Florida's public middle or high school students. In 1998, current smoking prevalence among Texas AAPI middle and high school students was 18.7% compared to 19.4% among Florida students. Among high school students, the NYTS found that 21.2% of AAPI students were current cigarette smokers nationally in comparison to 21.7% of AAPI high school youth in Florida. In middle school, the current smoking prevalence among AAPI students was 5.5% in the NYTS as compared to 9.4% in Florida. The NYTS data in particular highlight the magnitude of the increasing trend of cigarette smoking among AAPI youth as they progress through the high school grades. Of all the racial/ethnic groups in Florida, only AAPIs did not have a significant decline in current cigarette use. While the Florida Tobacco Pilot Program has implemented many worthwhile initiatives, the anti-tobacco interventions do not appear to have exerted a noticeable effect on AAPI youth.